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Introduction 

 

„His Majesty, our Serene and Christian Antonie Ruset Voievoda” will rule Moldova 

between the 20
th

 of November 1675 and before the 11
th

 of November 1678. He was a “good and 

merciful” ruler and when he came to rule, he “began to do divine things, churches to remain as 

alms”. There isn’t written so far any monograph of Antonie voda Ruset’s reign, his rule in 

Moldova having seldom determined the interest of specialists. This paper aims to present the 

image of Antonie Ruset, the ruler, and the evolution of his reign. The retrieval of the memory of 

Antonie Ruset meant for us an impulse to understand a man, an age, a ruler. The main help in 

our demarche of reuniting the pieces of the puzzle of Antonie Ruset’s reign were the 

documentary sources, both internal and external. The first steps in this direction were made by 

the Rusets from the Cuparesti branch, at the beginning of the 19th century. At the time, Vasile 

Mihail Rossăt (~Ruset), the medelnicer, Antonie Ruset’s great-child from the brother side, deputy 

in the Supreme Council of the Bessarabia Region, presented to the Commission for the 

exmination of nobility documents (1821) papers which showed that the Rossăt family has its 

origins from Antonie Rossăt, ruler in Moldova in 1676”. This branch of the family -originated 

from Greece – which was organized by Vasile Mihail Ruset, began with Iordache Ruset, 

governor, continued with the chancellor Constantin Ruset, and with his son, Mihail Ruset, 

meldenicer, and finished with Vasile Ruset, the one that proved the noble origin. Iordache Ruset, 

governor, was considered by Vasile Mihail Ruset as the son of Antonie Ruset. the Commission 

didn’t accept this relationship: “it’s doubtful for the son of a ruler, considered as a ruling prince, 

to renounce at the function of ruler and take that of governor and, we have to suppose that the 

two Iordache mentioned above, meaning the Prince and the Governor, were two different 

persons”. The Royal Cup-bearer Constantin Sion, considered in his Arhondologia that among the 

boyars that dismounted in Moldova, alongside Dragos, there were two Rusets. The exaggerations 

of Sion are obvious; the Rusets didn’t have been among the founders of Moldova, closer to the 

truth being the historic Eugene Rizo Rangabe. He has situated them among the most important 

families of Constantinople, at the beginning of 17
th

 century. In his study, concerning the Count 



Nicolae Rosetti, St.D.Grecianu considered that the Rosetti (~Ruset) family was displaced from 

Italy to Constantinople, from where they will go to Moldova, in the middle of the 17
th

 century. 

The Count Nicolae Rosetti was the son of Iordache Ruset, considered by the historians, at the 

passage from 17
th

 to 18
th

 century, as the “cause of all evil”. Very important is also the declaration 

of St. D. Grecianu regarding the cognomen “the Cupar” given by the historians to the branch of 

Constantin, the father of Iordache Ruset, name which might have come from the function of 

“cupar or Royal Cup-bearer” that the members of the family had at the Constantinople Patriarchy. 

A first try to rebuild the history of the Rosetti family was made by Radu Rosetti in his study Note 

genealogice şi biografice despre familiile Buhuş şi Rosetti foşti proprietari ai moşiei Bohotinului 

(1906). According to the tradition maintained in the Rosetti family, “simple traditions or 

presumptions more or less plausible”, as Radu Rosetti was writing, the family was originated 

from Genoa (Italy), from where an Ioan Rosetti would have come during the 13
th

 century at 

Constantinople, converting to orthodoxy through the marriage with “a girl of high rang”. An Ioan 

Rossetos will escape at Coron, after the conquest of Constantinople by Mohamed II (1453); there, 

his tomb stone still had the inscription “eupatridis Coronaios”. A century later, another 

“Roseetos”, Mihail, the father of Lascar Roset, great chancellor of the Patriarchy, mentioned by 

Chesarie Daponte, had the tomb in Venice, in 1544. In about 1310 a Rosetti knight will die 

during the battles given by Henry VII with Florence and Rome, as Octav-George Lecca 

mentions, opinion also maintained by Alexandru A. C. Sturza. There is a small probability that 

that Florentine knight be a member of the Ruset family, as Octav-George Lecca affirms, but 

surely, Antonie voda Ruset hasn’t ruled just two years (1676 -1678) and we don’t have yet any 

information that could confirm that he had been great chancellor of the Constantinople 

Patriarchy. Victor Gervescu will realize in 1915 a genealogical tree for the Ruset family, with a 

western inflection of the names of two of the sons of Constantin Cuparul (Manolache ~Emanoil, 

Scarlat~Carol). A short presentation of the family is made by Ioan C. Filitti, for whom Ioan 

Rosetti, sent in mission from Constantinople to Raguza (1430), would be the ancestor of this 

family. A doubt about the parenting relation between Antonie Ruset and Constantin Cuparul will 

be raised by Franz Babinger in 1937, when he says: “that the existence of a family relationship 

between Lascar and Cuparul Constantin Ruset is sustained by the fact that the son of Constantin 

was also named Lascar, while among the known sons of Antonie voda no one had that name. 

Because there is no contemporary proof, we have to consider, without having any testimony, that 



Antonie voda and Constantin were brothers”. In a footnote from the “The Rosetti Family. 

Coboratorii moldoveni ai lui Lascaris Rousaitos” monograph, the general Radu Rosetti mentions 

that, in a document from the 27 of April 1837, kept at the Archives from Iasi it is shown that 

Manolache, the son of Constantin Cuparul, was the nephew of Antonie voda Ruset. The General 

Radu Rosetti doesn’t exclude a possible Italian origin, but in what concerns the name, he 

considers that two things are certain: “1. The older forms were Ρουσσαϊτος, ‘Ρωσσετος and 

Rosetti; 2. The Rosetti or Rossetti was kept unchanged, alongside the forms Roset and Ruset, 

which were abandoned during the 19
th

 century. The women signed Ρωσσαίτη and ‘Ρωσσσέτη”. 

The common ancestor of the Ruset family (~Roset) is Lascaris (~Lascar) Ruset who had multiple 

functions at the Constantinople Patriarchy. His older son, Constantin, was a cupar in Walachia 

before 1627, and the second son, who would rule under the name of Antonie Ruset, had an 

important function in Moldova in 1661. The end of the 17
th

 century will be dominated by another 

member of the Rusets, Iordache, to whom, Ioana R.Rosetti will dedicate an admirable study in 

1937. General Rosetti made an ample presentation of his family, his paper being considered “the 

most serious genealogical monograph, the only one to be followed”. If the family wasn’t 

originated from Koroni, Venetian port from the east coast of Messena –Andrei Pippidi writes in 

1983 – it is possible that “Ioannes Rossetos Patritius Coronae”, mentioned in the inscription, to 

have had a homonym ancestor, who immigrated to Peloponnese during 1453. The repetition of 

the same name at a generation distance was for a long time a traditional practice in the Greek 

naming tradition. From the intermediary generation, a Mihail Rosetos `Ρωσαίτος`, who appears 

in documents, in 1541, proclaiming proudly his family and country, “Greek from Koroni”, and 

who died in Venice in 1544, can be considered as a predecessor of this lineage. When everything 

seemed clarified, Mihail Dimitrie Sturza proposes a new hypothesis: “et il n’est pas impossible 

que leur origine doive être recherchée au sein de l’ancienne colonie grecque vivant dans le port 

égyptien de La Rosette, grand centre commercial au Moyen Age, et qui dépérit par la suite.”(It’s 

not impossible that their origin should be searched in the old Greek colony who lived in the 

Egyptian port La Rosette, large commercial center in the Middle Ages, and which disappeared 

later”). The depart of the Rusets towards Constantinople from the old Greek colony from the Nile 

Delta, where in 1799, Napoleon I ’s soldiers (1804–1815) will find the famous “stone from 

Rosetta”, it’s an hypothesis that cannot be ignored. Still in Egypt, but this time in Cairo, a 

neighborhood had the name of Rosetti, and it was situated near the merchants’ great street. 



During all that time, the origin of the Rusets was searched in the entire Mediterranean basin: 

Koroni (Greece), Rosetta (Egypt), Florence or Genoa (Italy). Both Antonie, “negotiante in questa 

citta” and Constantin, “on ships travelling”, had pursed for a large period of time trading, and 

thus their origin from an oriental space or from the end of the western world doesn’t seem 

unusual. In the four chapters, we have tried to retrace the rule of Antonie voda Ruset. The first 

chapter (A Perspective on Antonie Voda Ruset's Family) was divided in three subchapters: 

General Considerations about the Greeks from the Romanian Provinces During the XVII 

Century, where we tried to surprise the political and religious influence of the Greek elements in 

the Romanian space, Antonie Voda Ruset’s Family, a biographical blueprint of the family’s 

members and The Cuparesti, where it is shown the impact that the Constantin Cuparul’s lineage 

will have on the Moldavia’s political scene, and in Walachia, also. The second chapter (Internal 

Affairs) has two subchapters. The first one contains a list of the Court officers and functionaries 

during Antonie voda Ruset rule. The second subchapter is dedicated to the Church, mainly 

because an important figure of the Romanian culture appeared in that period: Metropolitan 

Dosoftei (1671–1674; 1676–1686). In the third chapter (Foreign Affairs) there are presented the 

diplomatic relationships between the Ottoman Empire and the neighbor countries. The Ukrainian 

Problem will be the politico-military arena where the Sublime Porte, the Polish Republic and 

Russia will oppose one another. The Andrussovo Treaty (20 January 1667), according to which 

Poland and Russia will divide Ukraine into two power zones, will cause the apparition of a new 

competitor: the Ottoman Empire. Gh. I. Bratianu accentuated the fact that, during the reign of 

Stefan Petriceicu (1673) began the most severe crisis in the history of Moldavia, whose effects 

were felt during Antonie voda Ruset reign. He will participate in the two campaigns against 

Cehrin from 1677 and 1678.The road towards the capital of Petru Dorosenco’s Cossacks were 

known by the Moldavians and had deep roots, if we only take into consideration the marriage of 

Vasile Lupu’s daughter, Roxana with Timus Hmelnitki (1652) and Lazar Baranovici’s 

consecration as bishop of Cehrin by Ghideon, the Moldavia’s Metropolitan. The last chapter (The 

Deposing of Antonie Voda Ruset) has two subchapters: Considerations on Slender to the High 

Porte where we try to analyze the concept of disclosure and the way how this is reflected on the 

political life in the Romanian Principalities and The deposing of Şeher-oglan where are presented 

the reasons that caused the dethronement of Antonie voda Ruset from Moldavia.  



From a methodological point of view, the study of Antonie Ruset’s reign was accomplished 

through historical investigation, the comparative analysis of the political and military events and 

the analysis of the genealogical research.  

The investigative procedure had as example the monograph Ţara Moldovei în vremea lui 

Gheorghe vodă Ştefan (1653–1658), written by Petronel Zahariuc in 2003 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

In 1675, Miron Costin, began his chronicle with the following words to the reader 

“terrible times came above us, that we cannot longer send letters, but worry and sigh”. Moldavia 

will experience the shortcomings caused by the conflicts taking place at its borders. The Ottoman 

Empire was in conflict with Poland, who wanted to undo the stipulations of the Buchach treaty 

(the 12 of September 1672), by which it ceded Kamyanets-Podilsky and acknowledged the 

authority of the Sublime Porte over Petru Dorosenco’s Cossacks, situated on the right rive of the 

Dniester. In 1675, Petru Dorosenco will acknowledge Moldavia’s suzerainty, fact that will 

complicate even more the relation of forces from this part of Europe. In November 1675, Antonie 

Ruset will be named by the Sublime Porte as ruler of Moldavia and from the beginning of his 

reign he will be involved in the existing peace negotiations with Poland. The ruler of Moldavia 

had a very extensive diplomatic experience, being capuchehaie both for Eustratie voda Dabija 

(1661–1665) and for Dumitrascu Cantacuzino (1673–1674 Jan.; 1674 Feb.–1675 Nov.). Antonie 

vodaRuset was married to Zoe (Sofia) and they had together three sons and two daughters: 

Alezandru, married to Anita, the daughter of Gheorghe Coci, the granddaughter of Vasile voda 

Lupu, Ioan, Ienache, married to Ileana, daughter of Alexandru Mavrocordat (the Exasporit), 

Iordache Gheorghe, married to Cristina, the daughter of Grigore voda Ghica, Elena, married to 

Andronache Lambrino and Zamfira married to Dumitrascu Caragea. It is believed that in the case 

of Antonie Ruset the affirmation made by Aurel H. Golimas in 1943, about the fact that 

following the naming of Palade the treasurer as capuchehaie to the Porte in 1641 “Moldavia’s 

relationships with the Patriarchy begin to change and probably that all the agents following him 

will have to have ecclesiastic functions” is confirmed. The ruler of Moldavia had close 

connections with the Jerusalem Patriarchy and the visit of the Patriarch Dosithei from 1677, and 



the inevitable mercies made by the country towards the Patriarchy will acquire a diplomatic 

connotation, especially because, that year, the Ottoman Empire will begin a campaign against 

Cehrin. Hrisant Notara, Dosithei’s successor at the Jerusalem Patriarchy, will be a close 

connection of the Ruset family, being the godfather of Andronic Rangabe and Elena Ruset’s son. 

Andronic Rangabe will be grand orator (1687) and curator (1708–1714) at the Constantinople 

Patriarchy. Also, in 1728, Constantin Draco Sutu, husband of Marioara Ruset – granddaughter of 

Antonie Ruset – will invite Patriarch Hrisant to enjoy the hospitality of his “lodge” from 

Constantinople. Mihalache Ruset, son of Ioan Ienache Ruset, will hold the office of schevofilax 

at the Constantinople Patriarchy (1740) and will maintain a prolific correspondence with 

Silvestru, the Antioch Patriarch. At the same time, Nicolae, the brother of Mihalache, will hold 

the office of curator at the Ecumenical Patiarchy (1757). Antonie voda Ruset was part of the 

household of Vasile voda Lupu, through Alexandru’s marriage to Anita Coci. His kinship with 

Alexandru Mavrocordat (the Exaporit), “the most powerful Christian in the Ottoman Empire” 

was in itself a proof of the image the family of Antonie voda Ruset had. Alexandru Mavrocordat, 

in his turn, holds important offices inside the Constantinople Patriarchy, from schevofilax to that 

of great chancellor. The sons of Alexandru Mavrocordat, Nicolae and Ioan, will be named by the 

Sublime Porte as rulers in Moldavia and in Walachia, during the first half of the 18
th

 century. 

Antonie voda Ruset will make a marriage alliance with the Ghiculesti family, whose member, 

Grigore II Ghica, will continue the ruling tradition during the first half of the 18
th

 century, 

tradition begun in 1658 by his ancestors, Gheorghe and afterwards, his son, Grigore Ghica. We 

observe that Antonie Ruset didn’t make any matrimonial alliance with the local boyars from 

Moldavia or Walachia. Ghica, Caragea or Coci, were families that came from the Greek milieu 

and had possibly Albanian roots. Andronic Rangabe was “originated from the noble line of the 

Rhangave family, praised for the purity of its Greek origin and for reading the teachings of the 

Apostolic Fathers” while Alexandru Mavrocordat was the nephew of Scarlat Grama Seigi “the 

great, known as a man gifted with understanding, Greek glory and whose renown was 

immeasurable”. This was one of the factors that determined the image of Antonie Ruset as 

foreign ruler, Greek from Constantinople, but, as Antonie Uricariul strictly wrote, “a leading man 

among the Constantinople people (n.ns)”. The rule of Antonie voda Ruset was influenced by the 

complex context of the diplomatic relationships existing from 1675 to 1678. He wrote an 

important page in the history of the Moldavian Church, moving the Metropolitan Siege from 



Suceava to Iasi, in 1677. His interest towards the Church is illustrated also by the proclamation, 

the 24
th

 of December 1675, of Vasile Lupu’s code about the ecclesiastic judgment. He was the 

second founder of the Sf. Nicolae Domnesc Church from Iasi, rebuilding it from the ground. He 

will be involved financially in the restoration of Sf. Sava Abbey and of the Catholic Church from 

the capital of Moldavia. During his negotiations between the Sublime Porte and Poland (1676) he 

will obtain “the freedom of up to a hundred people from Kamyanets-Podilsky”, “not another 

having managed that”. Antonie voda Ruset will offer honest information to the Russian or Polish 

delegates passing Moldavia in June 1677 and at the beginning of 1678. Ivan Samoilovici, the 

Cossack hatman from the left side of Dniester, will write to him, the 12 of February 1678, in the 

name of the tsar Fiodor Alexeevici (1676–1682) asking about the military intentions of the 

Ottoman Empire in order to resist its actions. The 1678 summer campaign against Kamyanets-

Podilsky will lead also to the dethronement of the ruler of Moldavia. At his return in the country, 

Antonie Ruset will refuse to answer to the material claims of the Porte (4000 charts with wheat, 

2000 oxen and 1000 horses and wagons), reason for which he will be dethroned. Moldavia’s 

resources were depleted by the military conflicts that weakened the country from 1672 to 1678. 

He will have the same faith as other rules as Gheorghe Duca (1672) or Dumitrascu Cantacuzino 

(1675) who will be imprisoned after the dethronement. If in 1679 Dumitrascu Cantacuzino will 

pay 150 purses to be freed, Antonie Ruset will have to pay the double of this sum (300 purses) in 

exchange of his and his family freedom. Antonie Ruset was a “good and merciful” ruler who “as 

long as he lived, he dwelt with benevolence”. He will decease around 1684–1685, during the 

second rule of Dumitrasco Cantacizino. Among his heirs, Alexandru and Elena will settle to 

Constantinople, Ioan Ienache, Iordache Gheorghe and Zamfira will settle in Walachia. Zamfira 

will go back to Moldavia for a short period of time, her husband Dumitrascu Caragea being 

capuchehaie and grand chamberlain during the rule of Antioh voda Cantemir (1696–1700). The 

dynastic blood of Antonie voda Ruset is also found in 1821, to the last two Phanariot rulers in the 

Romanian Principalities, Alexandru and Mihail Sutu.     
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BCIR  = Bulletin of the Romanian Historical Commission  
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RIS   = Social History Magazine 
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